
 

British Safety Industry Federation - General Use - Not Encrypted 

Selection of Face Covering “Mask” in the context of COVID-19 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Are you or do you 
have workers or 
volunteers, are 

you a sole trader 
or are you self -

employed? 

The Health and Safety at 
Work etc Act 1974 does 

not apply 

Personal Protective 
Equipment Regulations 

may apply in some 

instances  

If you have any questions on 
use of face covering contact 
https://www.gov.uk/governme
nt/publications/face-coverings-

when-to-wear-one-and-how-
to-make-your-own 

Select a face covering that 
meets your needs, 

preferably to a published 
specification for example 

BSI or CEN  

The Health and Safety at 

Work etc Act 1974 applies 

Consider how to protect 
your workers, volunteers 
yourself, your customers 

or others without PPE 

Consider how to protect 
yourself and others without 

PPE 

Yes No 

Carry out a risk 
assessment to identify the 

risks and the control 

measures needed 

Select a face covering that 

meets the users’ needs 

If you have any questions 
regarding use of the face 
covering contact Health 
and Safety Executive 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/cor
onavirus/index.htm?utm_so
urce=hse.gov.uk&utm_medi
um=refferal&utm_campaign
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Face Coverings (masks) are not PPE and are 
intended to protect others, not the wearer, 
against the spread of infection by covering the 
nose and mouth of the wearer. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is 
product that is designed to be worn to protect 
the wearer from one or more hazard.  
 
Remember face coverings are not PPE 
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